
May 15th, 2024

Prospect Heights Town Hall
Public Safety and Wildfire Preparedness



Agenda

• Welcome and Introductions

• Manu Koenig, First District County Supervisor

• Carter Jones, Lieutenant, City of Santa Cruz Police Dept.

• Tim Shields, Division Chief of Prevention/ Fire Marshall, City of Santa Cruz 

Fire Dept.

• Tony Elliot, Director City of Santa Cruz Parks and Recreation

• Laura Suddes, District Representative for Senator John Laird

• Q&A

• Adjourn - 7:30



Fire Insurance
Background

• Residents throughout the County have received notices of 
non-renewal from their home insurance companies. The 
issue is not isolated to our region as insurers are pulling 
back from the market across the state.


• Over the last 10 years 9 of 10 worst fires in state history

• 85% of policies in California are written by 12 insurance 

companies

• Since 2022, 7 of 12 insurance companies active in CA have 

paused or restricted new business

• FAIR Plan is 3% of CA Market - if it goes insolvent, insurance 

companies are on the hook 

•



CA Dept. of Insurance

• Home hardening will lead to discounts on 
your fire insurance.


• You have the right to know and appeal your 
risk score.


•

















County Efforts

• Supporting state reform efforts through the Dept. of 
Insurance and legislation like SB 1060: “would require 
insurance risk models to account for wildfire risk reduction 
associated with hazardous fuel reduction, home hardening, 
defensible space, and fire prevention activities.”


• Helping to plan community wide projects such as Summit Rd 
Shaded Fuel Break (completed); Soquel San Jose Shaded Fuel 
Break (2025); power line under-grounding; mowing along 
county roadways


• Applying for funding like the $20M FEMA BRIC Grant - OR3 is 
working through project scoping and permitting on a FEMA 
BRIC grant for $20M to support hazardous fuel reduction, 
home hardening and defensible space.



County Efforts Cont. - Communications

• 3 Additional Alert Wildfire Cameras 
since 2021 (alertcalifornia.org/cameras), 7 
total locations


• Updated Alert Warning System - 
CruzAware.com


• Updated Cell Tower Ordinance and 
working with telecoms providers to install 
72 hr backup power.


• Implementing Broadband Master Plan 
including advanced wireless technologies


http://alertcalifornia.org/cameras
http://CruzAware.com


Thank You
Prospect Heights and Highland 
Firewise Communities!

May 4th, 2024 was Wildfire 
Community Preparedness Day



Addressing Homelessness
1. Adding Behavioral Health Bridge Housing on 

Soquel Ave - 34 units utilizing $10.2 million in state 
funds and expected to be completed late 2024 to 
early 2025. A service-rich environment with on-
site interim housing so that individuals with 
psychiatric health and substance use disorder 
needs are not discharged back to the streets.


2. Working with the City to provide Safe Parking for 
Oversized Vehicles 


3. Working with the City to provide funding for the 
North County Shelter


4. Expanding Homlessness Prevention Programs 


